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provisions of Article 32 Paragraph 1, Items 1 and 2 of the Statute of the Agency for Science and Higher Education (CLASS: 003-05/13-01/0001; FILE
NUMBER: 355-01-23-29), at its 2nd session held on 11 May 2023 the Accreditation Council adopted the following

QUALITY STANDARDS FOR EVALUATIONS IN THE PROCEDURE OF
INITIAL ACCREDITATION OF DOCTORAL STUDY PROGRAMMES

Article 1

(1) The standards for external quality evaluation in the process of initial accreditation of study programmes include standards, elements and quality
indicators and criteria for initial accreditation of research institutes, against which the level of their fulfilment is determined and a quality
assessment is passed.

(2) Quality standards are divided into units (four assessment areas) content-wise, and they include various aspects of study quality evaluation.

(3) For the purposes of this document, the following expressions shall have the following meaning:
Standard is a clearly defined level of quality of a particular aspect of quality of the higher education institution.
Elements of the standards are considered when assessing the compliance of an aspect of quality of a higher education institution and a study
programme against the standards.

The criterion for the initial accreditation of the study programme is related to Article 12 of the Quality Assurance Act (151/22), which must be
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complied with during the initial accreditation of a higher education institution/study programme, and it is highlighted red in the text.

Indicators are used to assess the level of compliance of the standards.

Sources for checking the fulfilment of the standards - documents of the higher education institution, websites and other materials used in order
to check and assess the level of fulfilment of the standards. The sources mentioned in this document are just examples that a higher education
institution can use as guidelines in the preparation of study programme proposals, as well as help to the expert panel in assessing the level of
fulfilment of the quality standards. Both the higher education institution and the expert panel can use other sources and information collected
from the received application form and during the site visit to the higher education institution.

The level of fulfilment of the standard is a quantitative assessment passed by an expert panel and a qualitative assessment passed by an expert
panel which includes recommendations for quality improvement.

(4) Gendered terms used in this document are used neutrally and refer equally to male and female gender.



Article 2

I. Internal Quality Assurance

1.1 Planning and proposing of the doctoral study programme are based on
the strategy of scientific research spanning several years in the scientific
field in which the study programme will be delivered and the higher
education institution development plan. It is connected to the national Not fulfilled Partly fulfilled Fulfilled
development and the labour market, and various stakeholders, including
doctoral candidates, were involved in its development.

Elements and indicators of the standard

Planning and proposing the doctoral study programme is aligned with the mission and strategic goals of the higher education institution.
Planning and proposing of the doctoral study programme is aligned with the strategy of scientific research of the higher education institution.
Planning and proposing of the doctoral study programme contributes to the national development of higher education and science.

Planning and proposing of the doctoral study programme is aligned with the National Development Strategy of the Republic of Croatia for the period until 2030.
Labour market analysis has been considered when proposing the doctoral study programme.

Various stakeholders, including doctoral candidates, were involved in the process of planning and proposing of the study programme.
In the course of proposing a new doctoral study programme, an opinion of the Croatian Employment Service on the compatibility of the study programme with the
labour market, i.e. evidence that an application to issue an opinion was submitted to the Croatian Employment Service at least 30 days prior.

The higher education institution was not issued a letter of expectation for performing higher education activity at the moment of submitting the application.

Sources for assessing the fulfilment of the standard

e Strategy of scientific research for a period of several years for the scientific field in which the study programme is delivered;
e  Doctoral study programme proposal;

°  Analysis of compatibility of the doctoral study programme with strategic goals of the higher education institution;

e Decision of the expert body (faculty council, university senate) on adopting the doctoral study programme proposal;

°  Analysis of minimum institutional requirements for comparability of the doctoral study programme with similar accredited doctoral study programmes in the Republic of
Croatia and EU Member States;

©  Feasibility study justifying the delivery of the doctoral study programme (in the case of a public higher education institution);

©  Analysis of alignment of the doctoral study programme with the National Development Strategy of the Republic of Croatia;

°  Adecision to appoint a working group for planning and proposing the doctoral study programme;

e  Conclusions, minutes of the meetings and similar documents proving stakeholder involvement in the procedure of proposing of the doctoral study programme;
e Examples of stakeholder involvement in the planning and proposing of the new doctoral study programme;

e  Opinion of the Croatian Employment Service on the compatibility of the study programme with the labour market, i.e. evidence that an application to issue an opinion was




submitted to the Croatian Employment Service at least 30 days prior.




1.2. The higher education institution has developed the
procedure of monitoring doctoral study performance and its
further development, including the analysis of the current
situation and the use of feedback obtained from various
stakeholders for the study programme enhancement.

Not fulfilled Partly fulfilled Fulfilled

Elements and indicators of the standard

The higher education institution has established the internal quality assurance and enhancement system.
The higher education institution has developed the procedure and mechanisms for monitoring the doctoral study programme performance and identified ke,
performance indicators.

The higher education institution is planning to perform the analysis of the current situation for the purpose of development of the doctoral study programme.
The higher education institution has developed mechanisms for using feedback obtained from various stakeholders for the enhancement of the doctoral study
programme.

The higher education institution has set up electronic records and data collections, and separate records on the success of evaluation of achieved learning outcomes
of doctoral candidates and processes personal and other information gathered for the purpose of teaching delivery.

Sources for assessing the fulfilment of the standard

e  Procedures and mechanisms for performance monitoring;

o  Key performance indicators;

o  Procedures for ongoing monitoring and enhancement of the doctoral study programme;

o  Student surveys and other mechanisms for gathering feedback on the doctoral study programme performance;
o  Records and data collections.




1.3 Admission quotas are determined based on teaching and
supervision capacities, scientific and societal needs, and in

accordance with the analysis of the labour market, NoEmkilied Partly fulfilled Furifilled

Elements and indicators of the standard

Admission quotas are based on teaching and supervision capacities of the higher education institution.
Admission quotas are based on the national scientific and societal needs.
The higher education institution has aligned admission quotas with the labour market needs.

Sources for assessing the fulfilment of the standard

e Employment contracts for staff on scientific-teaching positions;

e Analysis of the alignment of quotas with societal needs;

e Opinion of the Croatian Employment Service on the compatibility of the programme with the labour market, i.e. evidence that an application to issue an opinion was
submitted to the Croatian Employment Service at least 30 days prior;

e Number of research projects (with the business sector, higher education institutions and institutes), potential supervisors as a basis for part of the quota of prospective
doctoral candidates.




1.4 The higher education institution has developed a clear plan
for good international networking and mobility of teachers and| Not fulfilled Partly fulfilled

Fulfilled
doctoral candidates.

Elements and indicators of the standard

The doctoral study programme ensures doctoral candidate mobility in the national and European Higher Education Area.

The doctoral study programme fosters international networking and mobility of teachers and supervisors.

The doctoral study programme fosters international networking and mobility of doctoral candidates.

The doctoral study programme encourages the participation of teachers, supervisors and doctoral candidates in international projects.
The doctoral study programme encourages the publication of research papers in the internationally renowned publications.

The doctoral study programme ensures a mechanism for attracting international academic experts and doctoral candidates.

The thesis can be written in the English language.

Sources for assessing the fulfilment of the standard

HEI's international cooperation agreements;

Involvement of teachers/supervisors in the international research projects;

Mechanisms for encouraging doctoral candidates to publish papers in the internationally recognized publications;

Mechanisms for encouraging teachers/supervisors and doctoral candidates to actively participate in international conferences and symposia;
Study programme, regulations.




1.5 The rights and obligations of doctoral candidates are
regulated by relevant acts of the higher education institution|
and the study contract which provides institutional and
supervisor support to doctoral candidates.

Not fulfilled Partly fulfilled Fulfilled

Elements and indicators of the standard

The rights and obligations of doctoral candidates are regulated by relevant acts of the higher education institution.
The rights and obligations of doctoral candidates are regulated by the relevant study contract which provides supervisor and institutional support.

Sources for assessing the fulfilment of the standard

e Actsregulating the rights and obligations of doctoral candidates;
e  The design and programme of the doctoral studies;
e  Study contracts.




1.6 The higher education institution pursues a strong policy of

research integrity, ethics and professional conduct. )
Not fulfilled Partly fulfilled Fulfilled

Elements and indicators of the standard

Activities have been planned as part of the doctoral study programme aimed at strengthening research integrity, especially activities aimed at raising awareness
and prevention, detection and acting in case of breaches of research integrity.

There are plans within the doctoral study programme to monitor the quality of internal mechanisms for ensuring academic integrity in all scientific disciplines and
activities, including research, innovations, expertise, support, etc.

Sources for assessing the fulfilment of the standard

e Code of Ethics of the higher education institution;

e  Ethics Committee;

©  Activities aimed at raising awareness on research integrity, ethics and professional conduct (workshops, lectures, courses, material, etc.);
e Internal mechanisms connected to academic integrity;

©  Documentation regulating procedures in the case of unethical and unprofessional behaviour;

Anti-plagiarism software;

e  Examples of the sanctioning of unethical behaviour, if any.




II Study programme

2.1 The content and quality of the study programme are aligned
with the latest scientific achievements in the relevant
discipline, professional standards and internationally
recognized standards of quality of doctoral education. Not fulfilled Partly fulfilled Fulfilled

Elements and indicators of the standard

The content and quality of the study programme are aligned with level 8.2. of the Croatian Qualifications Framework.

The study programme is aligned with the qualification standard entered in the Croatian Qualifications Framework Register.

The doctoral study programme lasts at least three years and leads to the acquisition of 180 ECTS credits (including the research component).
The content of the doctoral study programme is in keeping with the latest scientific findings and skills resulting from them.

The content of the doctoral study programme is aligned with professional standards and recent achievements in the respective field.

The content of the doctoral study programme is in keeping with the latest trends and best practices of similar international study programmes.
The higher education institution encourages creativity in the doctoral study programme design.

Sources for assessing the fulfilment of the standard

e  The design and programme of the doctoral studies;
e  Comparative analysis of the doctoral study programme with similar accredited doctoral study programmes in the Republic of Croatia and the European Union.




2.2. The higher education institution has a document constituting
evidence of accredited graduate, i.e. integrated undergraduate and
graduate studies delivered in the same scientific or artistic field and
the name of the doctoral study programme is aligned with the content N
of the doctoral study programme and the qualification gained upon its
completion.

ot fulfilled Partly fulfilled

Fulfilled

Elements and indicators of the standard

The higher education institution has accredited study programmes leading up to

The name of the doctoral study programme is aligned with the content of the doctoral study progr

Sources for assessing the fulfilment of the standard

the doctoral study in the same scientific field.
amme and the qualification obtained upon its completion.

©  The document constituting evidence of an accredited undergraduate and graduate, i. e. integrated study programme delivered in the same scientific/artistic field in which

the doctoral study programme will be delivered:;

e Study programme proposal which, among other, comprises the name of the stud
and the academic degree obtained upon completion of the study programme.

y programme, the scientific area and field in which the study programme will be delivered

|




2.3 Intended learning outcomes of the doctoral study
programme are aligned with level 8.2. of the Croatian|
Qualifications Framework and are clearly linked to the learning] Not fulfilled Partly fulfilled Fulfilled
outcomes of individual teaching content, supervisor and|
research activity.

Elements and indicators of the standard

The higher education institution has clearly defined learning outcomes of the doctoral study programme.
The higher education institution has proven alignment of the intended learning outcomes with the mission and strategic documents of the higher educatior
institution.

The higher education institution has clearly defined learning outcomes of all content in the doctoral study programme.

Learning outcomes of teaching content, supervisors’ and research activity are logically and clearly connected to the doctoral study programme learning outcomes.
The intended learning outcomes of the doctoral study programme also include the development of generic and profession-specific competences.

Intended learning outcomes of the doctoral study programme are aligned with the competences a doctoral candidate should gain by completing the doctoral study
programme.

Sources for assessing the fulfilment of the standard

°  Design and programme of the doctoral studies;

e  Listoflearning outcomes;

Alignment of programme learning outcomes with level 8.2. of the Croatian Qualifications Framework;

Mission and strategic goals of the higher education institution;

Learning outcomes of particular teaching content/units leading to the achievement of the learning outcomes at the level of the doctoral study programme;
Employer/HEI survey regarding competences required on the labour market,




2.4 Teaching and learning methods are compatible with leve]
8.2. of the Croatian Qualifications Framework and ensure the . . .
achievement of clearly defined intended learning outcomes. Not fulfilled Partly fulfilled Fulfilled

Elements and indicators of the standard

Learning and teaching methods are aligned with level 8.2. of the Croatian Qualifications Framework.

Learning and teaching methods ensure achievement of clearly defined learning outcomes.

The doctoral study programme is oriented to research and independent study of the doctoral candidates.

The planned teaching methods encourage student-centred learning (interactive and research-based learning, problem solving, creative and critical thinking, as well

as autonomy and responsibility through individual and group projects, cooperative learning, problem-based learning, field work and other interactive methods).
Planned modes of instruction are adapted to a diverse student population.

Mechanisms for the assessment and adjustment of the used modes of programme delivery and teaching methods used have been ensured.

Sources for assessing the fulfilment of the standard

©  Doctoral study programme;
©  Description of individual courses (introductory methodology courses and research, and independent research conducted by the doctoral candidate);
©  Mechanisms for quality assurance of teaching delivery;

Learning analytics.




2.5 The content of the doctoral study programme is adapted to
the needs of research activity and training doctoral candidates|
for pursuing research activity (individual course plan, generic
skills, etc.).

Not fulfilled Partly fulfilled Fulfilled

Elements and indicators of the standard

The content of the doctoral study programme has been adapted to the needs of research activity and training doctoral candidates for pursuing research activity.
The content of the doctoral study programme has been adjusted to the level 8.2. of the Croatian Qualifications Framework.

The higher education institution envisions the acquisition of generic skills.

The higher education institution plans to include doctoral candidates in research project implementation.

The higher education institution plans to include the recognition and evaluation of the research activity performed by doctoral candidates during the course of
study.

Sources for assessing the fulfilment of the standard

e  Design and programme of the doctoral studies;
e Intended mechanisms for including doctoral candidates in the research projects implementation;
e Intended mechanisms for recognizing and assessing research activity performed by doctoral candidates over the course of studies.




[1I. Teaching process and student support

3.1 Admission procedure is coherent and transparent, the
criteria are aligned with international standards, the
complaints procedure is in place and the admission procedure
is based on the selection of the best, i.e. motivated and talented

doctoral candidates.

Not fulfilled

Partly fulfilled

Fulfilled

Elements and indicators of the standard

Admission criteria are clear and transparent.
Admission criteria are aligned with international standards.
The complaints procedure is in place as part of the selection procedure.

Sources for assessing the fulfilment of the standard

Regulations on the Doctoral Study Programme;
Criteria for admissions in the doctoral study programme;
Defined procedures for adopting decisions on admission criteria;

The selection procedure leads to the admission of the best doctoral candidates.

Defined procedures for recognizing the domestic (Croatian) and foreign higher education qualifications, periods of study and prior learning;
Alignment of admission criteria with the level 8.2. of the Croatian Qualifications Framework.




3.2 The higher education institution ensures the recognition of]

prior achievements of applicants and provides equal admission . ] .
opportunities for all applicants. Not fulfilled Partly fulfilled Fulfilled

Elements and indicators of the standard

The criteria for admission or continuation of studies are clearly defined.

The higher education institution has defined procedures for the recognition of prior learning.

The higher education institution has defined procedures for the recognition of prior achievements.
Mechanisms are in place which will enable equal admission opportunities for all doctoral candidates (including underrepresented groups).

Sources for assessing the fulfilment of the standard

©  Admission criteria;
®  Regulations governing admissions and progression of candidates in the doctoral study programme;

®  Regulations governing the recognition of prior achievements of applicants;
®  Procedures of recognition of foreign higher education qualifications.




























